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Thoughts 20/09/2016 
  

Rail transport 
  

  At the present time I believe that, for a number of reasons, Corby is the ideal 
station if travelling to London.  However I also feel that Rutland County Council and 
Oakham Town Council should be doing more to support rail travel from Oakham. 
            It should be noted that although at present there are no plans to electrify 
Corby to Syston Junction via Oakham Train Operating Companies are pressing for 
this to provide an electrified diversionary route.  Freight companies are pressing for 
infill electrification to provide an electrified route from Felixstowe to the West 
Midlands via Peterborough and Oakham. 
            I would, therefore, like to put forward what I hope are constructive ideas. 
1          The Oakham/Corby bus route to include Corby station on both outward and 
return journeys. 
2          The Network Rail maintenance site to move to the railway end of Pillings 
Road where office and warehouse space is vacant.  
3          The vacated site to become the station car park with the entrance off Melton 
Road and the exit at Pillings Road.  This should, I suggest, be a council car park as 
is the station car park at Corby.  I would suggest number plate recognition to be 
used, drivers keying in the vehicle registration at the pay station.  Return to the 
vehicle is not then needed. 
4          Network Rail to make track and signal changes to allow trains from the 
Stamford and Corby directions to reverse in Oakham up platform. This would open 
the way for, for example, a Bedford Cambridge service. (note1) 
5          The council to hold regular discussions with Network Rail and the T.O.C.s to 
consider long term improvements for example eliminating the level crossings in 
Oakham.  A tunnel solution might well be better than a bridge. This would start in the 
area around the Uppingham end of the bypass and railway line.  The station could 
be an island platform in an open cutting accessed by lift and stairs from the existing 
station buildings . 
6          Consider a Community Rail Partnership for Peterborough / Syston Junction 
7          Consider a Friends of Oakham station initiative. 
  
Note 1 Restoring the link between Oxford and Cambridge is the aim of numerous 
local authorities covering the route.  The stretch between Oxford and Bedford is well 
on the way to completion.  Bedford to Cambridge will be tricky due to development 
across the track bed. A third track has been restored between Wellingborough and 
Kettering and double track is being restored between Kettering and Corby.  Although 
a long way round Bedford to Cambridge can be achieved easily and at a low cost. 
  
  
I suggest there is a need to keep hosing well clear of the railway and any works 
resulting from changes to the railway 
 


