
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Ancillary Meeting, 17.00, 30th. October, 2017 at Oakham 
Town Council 

Present: Christopher Clark (chair), Michael Haley, David Salkeld, John Nowell, Paul Dowse, Peter 
Goodwin and Michael Hinman. 

Apologies: Nick Taylor and Paul Dadford. 

Representatives of Open Plan Consultants Ltd.: Steve Kemp, James Green, Simone Landucci 
and Rebeca Derbarga. 

Those present introduced themselves. 

Led by Christopher Clark, members of the Steering Group explained that they wished to establish a 
time scale and learn about Open Plan's specialities. With Michael Haley as a Town Council 
representative, Group members were volunteers who, along with former members, had spent time 
and energy over the nine months on information-gathering work which had led up to the survey 
offered to the Oakham and Barleythorpe population earlier in the year, almost 30% of whom had 
responded. James Green observed that, for the final plan, the Group needed to demonstrate that it 
had contacted schools and young people, which had been attempted with limited success; members 
spoke about what was perceived as Oakham School's semi-detached attitude towards the town. 

The Local Plan's proposed policies as regarded housing were particularly relevant. The Rutland 
County Council planning department was not large and was under pressure. There had been several 
development applications that did not tally with the Local Plan's proposals, with a danger that, if the 
council rejected them, those developers would take the council to court and win, the costly prospect 
of which might incline officers or councillors to let them go ahead, which would weaken the Local 
Plan's and the Neighbourhood Plan's credibility. The sheer number of houses that the government 
required Rutland to anticipate building, together with the county council's policy of concentrating 
development in the county town, was a major concern. The medium-term potential for building a 
significant proportion of the county's proposed housing on the Saint George's Barracks site near 
Edith Weston was mentioned. The Open Plan visitors shared the Group's low opinion of the 
Oakham Heights estate. As the Neighbourhood Plan would come out before the Local Plan, its 
proposals had generally to agree with the Local Plan's as already envisaged. Open Plan said that the 
Group could ask the community to identify sites which, although put forward by the landowners, 
the county council had not prioritised for housing and could then develop policies for each; via 
Oakham Town Council, the Group could obtain technical support from government for assessment 
of sites for which at least 500 houses were envisaged. 

The Group might think it necessary to devise an issues and options document and consult with local 
residents, which the consultants would amend for our comments; they would help the Group with 
policies – for example, their approach to neighbourhood building examined all of a place's 
neighbourhoods, not just the centre, and they would advise on a local green area assessment. Any 
site assessment could take some time because of the need to consult landowners, and there was the 
danger that the relevant council and the community had opposing views. Open Plan was able to 
prepare a draft plan to include advice on undertaking Regulation 14 consultation so as to obtain 
comments from communities, and a draft sustainability proposal. Open Plan could prepare evidence 
by February, 2018, but work could not be ordered until use of Open Plan had been approved by 



Oakham Town Council at its December meeting. Michael Haley would check with the town clerk 
that an expression of interest had been registered. The town council had funds for the Group's 
work, but up to £10,000 could be applied for from Awards for All, and more from other sources. 


