
Meeting of the Oakham and Barleythorpe Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group with Oakham Town Councillors held in the Council 

Chamber, Victoria Hall at 6 pm on the 7 February 2019. 

Present 

Christopher Clark (CC), David Salkeld (DS), Paul Dowse (PD), Nick Taylor (NT), Janet 
Hughes (JH) and Michael Hinman (MH) from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group; 
Martin Brooks (MB), Joyce Lucas (JL), Jean Denyer (JD), Zoe Neal (ZN), Peter Ind (PI), 
Joy Clough (JC), David Romney (DR) and Sally-Ann Wadsworth (S-AW) from Oakham 
Town Council and Paul Buxton (PB) and Adam Lowe (AL) members of both groups. 

Introductions 

Members of the Steering Group and Oakham Town Council (OTC) introduced themselves 
and then CC invited comments from the Councillors of Oakham Town Council (OTC) in 
turn. 

Councillors contributions 

Steering Group Members' responses in italics. 

Martin Brooks 
MB thought that the plan was dated and that its compilers had not properly understood 
how planning law worked. The history was biased, he added, and said that there was a lot 
about Oakham School but other large employers were not mentioned. The plan was 
repetitive and overall it had not been a good use of money to employ Open Plan to write it. 
Some of the ‘drop-in’ events mentioned in the draft had not been advertised to the public 
strongly enough.  Finally, he said that there was too much personal opinion in it. 

Paul Buxton 
Was generally favourable and asked what happens next.  He added that he felt the draft 
had value and was aspirational. 

Joyce Lucas 
Congratulated the team on the efforts that had been made. Apropos p.31 (Environmental 
Protection of Rural Areas), the council needed to take care lest future leisure 
developments degraded the canal.   

PD explained that the plan attempted to protect the canal and other green spaces next to 
the arboretum on the bypass. 

Jean Denyer 
Drew attention to Objective 5: Policy 3: Section 4 which advocated provision of starter 
homes, retirement homes and bungalows. In fact, retirement homes were now well 
provided for in Oakham and Barleythorpe and asked if older people knew what is 
available, bungalows, for example, adding that there were complexes that catered for 
older people without a lot of money.  In conclusion, JD said that we needed to attract new 
residents and cater for future generations by maintaining the town centre's historic 
character and encouraging modern technological developments in the home and 
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workplace.  

DS recalled that, whereas people who filled in the survey wanted more bungalows, 
builders were reluctant to erect them because they were less cost-effective than more 
intensive developments. 

Zoe Neal 
The report reflected what the community said and would that it would create something 
good as a result.   

CC said that the intention was for the information at the drop-in events and explanations 
sent to the residents before the referendum to be written in straightforward English. 

Peter Ind 
Mentioned that the intention to locate the emergency services in one place ought to be an 
aspiration in the final plan and regretted that the draft plan's maps were of poor quality. 

NT agreed with the aim because it would free up space in town for car parks and/or 
housing. 

PI added that community safety should be factored in, for example greater use of CCTV,  
and that the ‘Rutland Together’ Rutland local strategic partnership should be consulted. 

AL discovered that that partnership (whose members included OTC, Uppingham Town 
Council, RCC, the emergency services, the town surgery, public health and clinical 
commissioning) had met in January 2017 with the then mayor as OTC's representative; he 
would ask the RCC chief executive officer if it was still active. 

PI then said that the town should work more with Oakham School. 

NT observed that Uppingham School headmaster met that town's mayor on a regular 
basis.  CC added that one of the aspirations included at the end of the draft document was 
a closer link between the town and the school.  The recent billboard advertising of gym 
membership was an example of this. 

DS recalled that the Group's Sports & Leisure Sub-Group did try to establish contact with 
Oakham School but did not get very far with them; however, the School was now 
mentioning how the public might obtain membership to use its swimming pool. 

PI said that Uppingham School had made its new sports centre open to the public from the 
start. Uppingham School bursar was often a member of the town council. 

JL hoped that better relations would obtain between Oakham School and the town when 
the next headteacher arrived later in the year. 

PI warned that we should not let ourselves be waylaid by whatever happened about Saint 
George's Barracks, for intentions and statistics for that redevelopment kept changing. 

NT reiterated the survey's finding that people were strongly opposed to more development 
beyond the bypass on the north eastern side of Oakham, which was at odds with county 
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council policy.  

CC said that it had been mentioned by County Councillor Gordon Brown at the Canal 
Society Stakeholder meeting the previous evening that the intention was to limit 
developments to the Oakham and Barleythorpe side of the bypass, 
  
JD said that we needed to liaise with Spire Homes (now part of Longhurst, added MB) 
over the building of affordable housing and explained to NT that, the government having 
withdrawn certain support facilities, RCC had to assess vulnerable people. 

JC added that Derwent Drive flats' garages could be demolished for off-street parking. 

Joy Clough 
Was aware of the work that had gone into the plan and that it did not do justice in drawing 
attention to that. She agreed that there was an imbalance in what it said about 
employment and that statistics were out of date. How the town actually functioned should 
be addressed as well as people's impressions of it. She wondered why some facilities and 
buildings of interest had been included and not others in lists. 

CC said that such lists could be transferred to another document and that, in his view, the 
draft plan focussed too much on the past and not enough on the future. 
  
David Romney 
Said that if there was a lot of information in subsidiary documents, they should be attached 
to the plan. Councillors should be reading the final version, not this draft. 

In summary  

CC informed the meeting that, as at least two councillors had shared copies of the draft to 
the public this had, effectively started the consultation process. The revised version, 
incorporating the Councillors' feedback, would the proceed directly to the Regulation 14 
Consultation.  Councillors would then have a further opportunity to provide feedback as 
residents of Oakham and Barleythorpe as part of that Consultation.  

In response to a question from David Romney, AL said that the Barleythorpe community 
had not contributed towards the costs because it lacked a fund-raising parish council when 
the process began,  adding that at the start of the project RCC had decided that 
Barleythorpe should be included in the Oakham neighbourhood plan rather than have its 
own.  

CC confirmed that as part of the consultation process the Steering Group would be 
arranging drop-in sessions for the public to comment further.  Following the Regulation 14 
the Steering Group would review the feedback and submit the revised plan to RCC for a 
Regulation 15 Consultation; only then would public referendum process get underway. 

CC said that discussions had already begun with RCC, and on the subject of a separate 
plans for Oakham and Barleythorpe it would be up to future councils to decide whether this 
arrangement needed to be changed.  AL said that he would put on the town council's 
agenda the matter of Barleythorpe paying towards the plan. 

MB was told that OTC did have a breakdown of what Open Plan had spent. 
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Miscellanea 

JL wanted ZN added to the Group to boost the female representation. 

CC thanked the Councillors for their attendance and invited written comments from the 
councillors beyond what they had already submitted.  It was agreed that Councillors who 
were also on the Steering Group would inform the other Councillors what had been said in 
Steering Group meetings. CC closed the meeting at 7:45. 
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